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We acknowledge that we are residing on Treaty 7 Territory, which includes the 
traditional territories of the Blackfoot Confederacy (Siksika, Piikani, and Kainai 
First Nations), the Tsuut’ina First Nation, and the Stoney Nakoda (Chiniki, 
Bearspaw, and Wesley First Nations), and home to the Métis Nation of 
Alberta, Region III. The land on which we work from, where the Bow River 
meets the Elbow River is named “Moh’kins’tsis” (in Blackfoot translation 
meaning “Elbow”) which we now know as the City of Calgary. 

We honour and respect the importance of land to the traditional people of this 
territory, and are committed to learning about our shared history and act in 
accordance to build a better future for all.

Land Acknowledgement



maggie mackillop linda comand
Board Chair

At HomeFront there is no “one size fits all” solution for supporting a victim of domestic violence and their family. 
Individuals and families need and deserve support that is culturally appropriate, and trauma informed. This year the 
Safety of Indigenous Women in Urban Settings (SIWUS) project has informed and shaped the development of our 
trauma-informed approach to care as we analyze our practices and consider the impact an experience of care can 
have on people we serve.  Through our research and the intentional practice of listening to the knowledge of those 
with lived experience, we have learnt the importance of how data is used and the negative impact of confining 
individuals to checked or unchecked boxes. The Remote Testimony Room has been vital to providing 
trauma-informed care, not just for those we serve, but for the broader community as well. This past year, we saw an 
increase in use of the Remote Testimony Room from individuals who were not HomeFront clients. We are also 
grateful to have received support from Franny’s Fund this year, which allowed us to increase individualized support 
for basic needs, legal support, mental health services, and housing.
 
As we head into another year, we stay committed to never turning away from the opportunity to support an 
individual or family impacted by domestic violence.

Executive Director

Letter from the Executive
The foundation of HomeFront is built on collaboration with our partners, the 
community, and those we serve. This has been especially true for 2024.

We know that it takes a community to end the cycle of domestic violence, and that domestic violence can impact 
anyone. For this reason, we are incredibly honored that we have had the opportunity this year to continue to work 
with our international counterparts from Australia and the United Kingdom to help inform their work around 
domestic violence. Provincially, we have been focusing our efforts on building our relationships with RCMP in rural 
Alberta to help navigate the change in victim service units and supporting Alberta Health Services for the Mental 
Health Diversion Evaluation. This spring we also had the opportunity to participate in the Alberta Community Crime 
Prevention Association Conference to provide support in conducting video interviews. This conference was also an 
opportunity to further engage with communities from across Alberta and learn about the unique challenges they face 
when addressing domestic violence.

“HomeFront is really about relationships, because we don’t just deal with files, we deal with 
people. We care deeply about their well-being, and we never want to see anybody loose hope.”

- Maggie Mackillop
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Creating a safe community by eliminating domestic 
violence through direct client services, justice 
coordination and facilitated community action.

Mission Vision
A society free of domestic violence where 
everyone has the opportunity to realize their full 
potential.

HomeFront serves as a flagship model of coordinated community and justice response to domestic violence. Since 
HomeFront’s inception in 2000, Calgary has witnessed a 75% reduction in domestic violence re-offense rates, and victim 
participation in the justice process has more than doubled. This has led to enhanced safety for victims, greater 
accountability for offenders, and a brighter prospect for families to live free from domestic violence.

HomeFront’s client centered approach has always been an integral part of supporting victims of domestic violence. Since the 
beginning we have listened to their needs and met them where they are at. We recognize the challenges of navigating the 
justice system on your own and provide victims comprehensive support from when a charge is laid to beyond court resolution. 
HomeFront’s human centered approach embodies connection and collaboration with our partners for those we serve.

“Before HomeFront, the victim’s voice was not shared in the context of the justice system. Victim 
engagement was not high, in fact more often than not, the impact of the offender’s behavior was 
never heard from victims. ”

- Maggie Mackillop

Collaborative community & Justice Response 

the homefront approach

CPS - Calgary Police Service
FA - First Appearance 
CS - Children’s Services
PFVTP - Provincial Family Violence Treatment Program
FAOS - Forensic Assesment Outpatient Services
HF - HomeFront



- Aboriginal Friendship Centre of Calgary
- Airdrie Community Links
- Alberta Health Services
- Indigenous Mental Health
- Alberta Works
- Awo Taan Healing Lodge
- Brenda Strafford Centre
- Big Hill Haven
- Calgary Board of Education 
- Calgary Catholic Immigration Society
- Calgary Communities Against Sexual Abuse
- Calgary Counselling Centre
- Calgary Courts Centre
- Calgary Domestic Violence Collective
- Calgary Immigrant Aid Society
- Calgary Immigrant Women’s Association
- Calgary Police Service
- Carya
- Catholic Family Services
- Centre for Sexuality
- Children’s Services
- Cochrane RCMP Detachment
- Cochrane and Area Victim Services
- Community Corrections 
- Probation
- Crown Prosecutor’s Office
- Discovery House
- Distress Centre
- Elizabeth Fry Society
- Fear is Not Love

Community & Justice Partners 
Partnership and collaboration are central to HomeFront’s success in the intervention and prevention of 
domestic violence. By working alongside our partners, we have been able to achieve outcomes that are only 
possible through collaborative work.

- Forensic Assessment Outpatient Services
- Federal Parole
- Foothills Regional Hospital
- Franny’s Fund
- Gems for Gems
- Government of Alberta
- Community and Social Services
- Justice and Solicitor General
- Immigrant Services Calgary
- ITRAC
- Jewish Family Service
- Kerby Rotary House
- Legal Aid Society of Alberta
- Legal Guidance Calgary
- Luna Centre
- Native Counselling Services of Alberta
- Okotoks Healthy Family Resource Centre
- Outlink
- PATHS
- Rowan House Emergency Shelter
- Sagesse
- Sonshine Community Services
- Stoney Corrections Society
- Sunrise Native Addiction Services
- Tsuut’ina Nation Corrections
- Victim Services
- United Way Calgary and Area
- Victim Services
- YW of Calgary

Laura was the recipient of the 2023 
Excellence in Victims Services Award 
through the Government of Canada 
Victims of Crime Week! Laura has 
been with HomeFront for over 20

years and has been influential in creating best practice 
models for treatment and support of Indigenous victims 
of domestic violence. 

Excellence in Victim Service Award

Laura Ducharme
Community Mobilization Officer

Maggie was the recipient of the 
Calgary Police Commission's inaugural 
Lifetime Achievement in Community 
Policing Award!  Maggie has dedicated 
over 20 years to HomeFront and has

been integral to building partnerships with Calgary Police, 
the justice system, and social agencies throughout Calgary. 
She has made a difference in the lives of families impacted 
by domestic violence.

Lifetime achievement in 
community policing Award
Maggie Mackillop
Executive Director



Maggie Mackillop
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“What we certainly know, is that families are not cookie cutter. In order for us to support 
them in a meaningful way, we need to meet them where they’re at.”

- Maggie Mackillop

Founded by Rebecca Snukal, Franny’s Fund has enabled HomeFront to reduce barriers and 
increase support for clients grappling with the impact of domestic violence and navigating 
the justice system. Support for every individual and their family looks different. For some, it 
is picking up the phone and hearing a reassuring voice. For others, it is being able to put food 
on the table for their family. Franny’s Fund allows HomeFront to put funding where it is 
needed most. In partnership with Gems for Gems and Franny’s Fund, HomeFront has 
continued to host Thrive events in the community. Thrive aims to empower individuals and 
bring access to support to the community where it is needed. Participants walk away from 
Thrive events empowered and equipped with tools in self-defense, financial literacy and 
psychological coping skills as they continue on their journey to healing.

Franny’s Fund allowed HomeFront to provide individualized support and resources such as 
financial aid for tutoring services, assistance with legal bills , security cameras to increase the 
safety of victims, and toys to several families through the toy drive at the holiday season. 

Whether it is increasing a client’s safety or 
meeting their basic needs, our approach is to meet 
those we serve where they’re at with the right 
support to meet their needs. We are incredibly 
grateful for Rebecca Snukal and Franny’s Fund.  
We look forward to another year of supporting 
families and ending the cycle of domestic violence 
together. 



The Remote Testimony Room allows victims of domestic 
violence to testify from a safe, technologically equipped and 
trauma informed space. This room was designed to increase 
victim engagement by removing barriers such as the fear of 
having to face their abuser. The Remote Testimony Room 
was created to address the issue of the high rate of 
resolution with a stay of proceedings or a withdrawal of 
charges due to an “uncooperative” or absent victim or 
witness. We know that there are many reasons why a victim 
may not want to testify, and how doing so in person can be 
unsafe. Our hope is that with this option available victim 
safety and engagement will increase, and the number of 
withdrawn charges decreases.

The Mental Health Diversion Pilot Project supports individuals 
who are experiencing mental health challenges which have 
contributed to their domestic violence offence. Individuals 
receive concurrent mental health, addiction, and social 
support. The need for an alternative response for accused 
with identified mental health disorders and domestic violence 
offences became clear after seeing an increase in referrals 
where it was evident that mental health conditions were a 
factor in the violence perpetrated against an intimate partner 
and an increase in the severity of the violence. The aim of the 
Mental Health Diversion Pilot Project is to address the root 
cause and prevent further harm to the accused and the victim, 
giving families support to move forward and heal.

Remote Testimony Room

HomeFront dedicated the Remote Testimony Room in memory of two former HomeFront Case Managers, Wanda Clark 
and Suzanne DuGray, who exemplified what it means to be a safe space for victims of domestic violence. HomeFront will 
never turn away from an individual or family impacted by domestic violence This year, we saw the Remote Testimony 
Room be used by non-HomeFront clients who were in need of a safe place to engage in the court process. We are 
currently monitoring the use of the Remote Testimony Room and how it can be utilized to support victims in general, 
setting a standard for trauma informed remote testimony options in Cananda.

Although still in the pilot phase, HomeFront is 
also engaged in the evaluation of this project 
which will continue in the year to come.

This year we are proud to announce that through our partnership with Gems for Gems we are 
providing in person court support for victims. The trained Gems volunteers will be available to help 
support individuals attending court and navigate the barriers that may prevent an individual from 
engaging in the process.



Calgary Indigenous Court
The Calgary Indigenous Court (CIC) was established on September 4, 2019, as the first provincial Indigenous 
court in Alberta to provide a culturally relevant system of justice for Indigenous, Inuit, and Metis individuals.
 
Most court rooms in Canada today do not hold space for traditional practices and approaches to justice to be 
carried out. We recognize the harm and impact this has had and the disproportionate overrepresentation of 
Indigenous, Inuit, and Metis people in the justice system.

The CIC seeks to address not only disproportionate overrepresentation but also the lack of culturally 
appropriate support. This is done through creating alternatives to jail and prison time by implementing 
recommendations from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, as well as the Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG) report, creating a space that provides a fair and culturally appropriate 
response to justice. CIC seeks to resolve matters with the accused participating in a Healing Plan.  Within CIC, 
there is a Case Management Table that connects the participant to resources, Elders, and community to create 
a Healing Plan. Healing Plans are individualized, and trauma informed.

The CIC sits in Courtroom 1800 of the Calgary Courts Centre. The design of this court room honors the 
traditional Indigenous, Inuit, and Metis approach to law. Unlike other court rooms, judges, participants, and 
lawyers sit at the same level so that each party is an equal participant in the judicial process. The courtroom is 
arranged in a circle, reflecting the importance the circle holds in not only the Indigenous healing process, but 
beliefs and practices that extend beyond justice.

“A file in CIC is going through the peace making process as the participant worked hard in his healing 
plan.  The victim is pleased about the outcome as the participant has addressed the root causes of 
the violence.  She only wanted to see him heal, be a good father and co parent.”

- Calgary Indigenous Court Case Manager

We have taken a moment to reflect and ask questions about what it means to be trauma informed, culturally 
appropriate and a safe place. HomeFront operates within a transformative justice lens which is an intentional 
relational approach to justice, that acknowledges complex social systems, conditions, and unequal 
relationships that structure not just society but the way we address social problems. Our approach recognizes 
systems of oppression and the impact it has on equity deserving communities. Throughout every aspect of our 
work, whether it be supporting a client or our role in Calgary Indigenous Court to provide to right supports, we 
intentionally lean into and use an intersectional lens based on lived experience and listening to the people we 
serve so that they receive the support they deserve.



2023/2024 snapshots

Meet Finnegan, a cherished member of the HomeFront team. While he 
may not be an official support dog, yet – he’s always willing to lend a paw. 
Finnegan is a constant presence in the office, bringing joy and delight to 
everyone around. Like his owner, he is consistent and often outspoken in 
the best way possible.



Financial Summary

Provincial Government
77%

United Way
4%

Foundations
13%

Donations
5%

Other 
1%

For the year ended March 31 2024 2023

Revenue
Contributions Donations 2,188,107                       2,048,900                          
Donations 96,780                             105,121                             
Amortization of deferred contributions
   related to capital assets (Note 4) 1,742                               687                                    
Interest Income 2,415                               1,124                                 

2,289,044                       2,155,832                          

Expenditures 6,264                               8,826                                 
Amortization 4,999                               5,043                                 
Bank Charges and interest 9,172                               3,728                                 
Community collaboration 595                                  3,054                                 
Fundraising expenses 177,812                           160,835                             
Office 16,480                             17,313                               
Professional development 44,552                             48,453                               
Professional fees 2,906                               7,659                                 
Public education and outreach 1,995,550                       1,887,837                          
Salaries and benefits 19,110                             11,671                               
Travel and parking 13,711                             8,428                                 
Victim support 2,291,151                       2,162,847                          

Deficiency of revenue over expenditures for the year (2,107) (7,015)

HomeFront Society for the Prevention of Domestic Violence
Statement of Operations



Home Sweet Home was founded by Candace Seyoum from TC Energy. 
This fundraiser has raised up to $5,000.00 each year by selling $5.00 
treat bags in the lobby of her building. Candace is passionate about 
giving back and supporting HomeFront. Through her hard work she has 
built a team made up of her co-workers to help make a difference. Not 
only does she fundraise for HomeFront, she also helps raise awareness 
about domestic violence.

Anna Bourgogne
Brent & Linda White
Brian Callow
Charles Maguet
Christopher Delanoy
Don Macleod
Doug Frenette
Douglas Jones
E. Allen & Sheila Roddy 
Schink
Erin Selinger
Erin Lillywhite
Fern Johnston
Frank & Corinne Maloney
Gayle McPhee

Melanie Unrau
Myrna Johnson
Nicole Lindenbach
Pauline Head
Pauline Jeannau 
Peter Mackenzie
Rebecca St John
Russ & Elise Bacon
Sue Jameson & Family
Susan Johnston
Terry Selinger
Tom Spark
Wayne Stewart
Wyatt Brown

Gerry Meagher
Imelda Martin
James Ford
Janice Kendall
Jill Kowalchuk
John Martin
Kelly Jubenvill
Kelly-Ann O’Toole
Kim, Lori & Leslie Julide
Laura Arnold
Laurel Mclean
Lauren Telfer
Linda Comand
Linda Haymour
Lynn Corcoran

donors Our sincerest thank you to our donors and funders for 
their investment in HomeFront.

Corporations Foundations

Government of Alberta

Other
JRG Foundation 
Calgary Foundation SIWUS
Canadian Online Giving Foundation
Chimp Impact Foundation
Community Foundation Canada
Dragonheart Foundation
Greene Family Charitable Foundation
La Due Ladies Lunch Foundation

Alberta Health Services
Canada Helps
Family and Community Support Services
Franny's Fund
Gary Nissen Fund
JC Anderson Extra Needs
Jerry Selinger Mem Fund
United Way
Youth Philanthropy Initiative

Alberta Human Services
Public Safety and Emergency Services

Accurate Networks
Benevity
Born Brewing Co.
Canadian Natural Resources Limited
Delta Construction & Siding Ltd.
Emerald Management & Realty Ltd.
Interface
Klohn Crippen Berger
Read Jones Christoffersen Ltd.
Rebecca St. John Design Inc.
Section23 Management LP
Spartan Controls
TC Energy



The Road ahead
HomeFront would not be here today without the groundwork that was 
laid by our founders over two decades ago. HomeFront has been 
recognized internationally from Ukraine, Japan, London, and Australia. 
Back at home in Alberta, our work is far from over. From the peaks of the 
Rocky Mountains, over the rolling foothills, and throughout the grassy 
prairies, we know domestic violence continues. The need for a 
coordinated domestic violence response in our communities is imperative 
to ending the cycle of domestic violence. Our hope is to walk with every 
family on their road to healing.

Board of Directors

Laura G Arnold MBA
Director
TransAlta

Inspector Kevin Forsen
Director
Calgary Police Service

Henry Tse
Director
Manulife Investment

Geoff Bury
Treasurer
Maribo Resources Ltd.

Adriano Iovinelli Q.C.
Director
FIBK Law

Wanda Mcginnis
Director
Big Hill Haven

Lauretta Enders BA, CPM, CMOC
Director
Emerald Management & Realty Ltd.

Linda Comand
Chair
Independent

Faraz Khan
Director
Centre for Newcomers

Peter MacKenzie , Q.C.
Director
Prosecution Office

Linda McLean
Director
The Brenda Strafford Centre

Lauren Telfer
Director
Canadian Rocky Mountain Resorts

Ken South
Director
Community Corrections

Thank you to our incredible Board for their guidance, wisdom and support. 
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